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WORKING POOR IN MICHIGAN INCREASES TO 43% 

Across Michigan, 43 percent of households struggle to afford the basic necessi�es 
of housing, child care, food, technology, health care and transporta�on.  These 
households work hard but they cannot provide their children with things that other 
households may take for granted.  These students probably don’t have 
Chromebooks, home printers, or even internet access.  They also may not know if 
they are going to have dinner tonight or if they’ll be any food tomorrow.  Money in 
their household goes to provide the things they need to live – heat, electricity, 
water, food.  There’s no money for things that might help a student but aren’t 
necessary for their family. 

According to Crain’s Detroit Business,1 1.7 million families in Michigan earn less 
than what they need to make ends meet.  Higher health care costs and taxes 
coupled with decreasing wages means this trend is going to con�nue. 

“Michigan workers simply can't get ahead of rising costs 
because jobs, while plentiful, do not pay enough." 

In Walled Lake, 27% of our community o�en goes without basic necessi�es that 
many of us might take for granted.  The Student Pantry wants to help students, who 
through no fault of their own, might not have what they need to be successful in 
school.  Although we can’t decrease the percentage of families in need, we hope to 
provide these students with food, clothing, and school supplies so how they are 
doing in school can be their biggest worry.   

To get involved, please visit our website at htps://thestudentpantry.weebly.com/ or 
send us an e-mail at volunteers@studentpantry.org. 

 

“Be the Change you wish to see in the World." 
- Mahatma Gandhi 

 

DID YOU KNOW? 

April is volunteer apprecia�on 

month.  We celebrate the work 
that our volunteers do all year 

round.  It is the perfect �me to 
get involved in your community, 

and what a beter way than 
helping provide the school 

supplies, clothing, and food to 
children in our school system 
who may not have everything 

that they need. If you are 
interested in volunteering, 

please email us at 
volunteers@studentpantry.org 

for more informa�on! 
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SUMMER FOOD PROGRAM EXPANDS IN 2019 

The Student Pantry Summer Food Program will return in June of 2019.  We will 
provide food to qualifying families throughout the summer months.  We typically 
offer shelf stable milk, rice, beans, soup, cereal and fresh vegetables (when 
available). 

We plan to have loca�ons at Wixom Elementary and Hickory Woods Elementary on 
a rota�ng weekly basis.  If you or someone you know could benefit from this 
program, please visit htps://thestudentpantry.weebly.com/contact-us--donate.html 
and write “Summer Food” in the comment box. 

SPONSOR-A-STUDENT 

When you give money or other dona�ons to a charity, it can be hard to know how those funds or items are being u�lized.  Based on 
our costs for the past year, we’ve developed a “Sponsor-A-Student” program.  Here’s how it works: 

• Donors of $25 provide a student with a new backpack full of school supplies in the fall. 
• Donors of $50 provide a student with all of the $25 dona�on items plus clothing necessi�es including a pair of pants, shirt, 

hoodie, new undergarmets, and socks. 
• Donors of $75 provide a student with all of the $50 dona�on items plus a new winter jacket, boots, hat, and gloves. 

• Donors of $100 are a “School’s Out” sponsor, providing a student with food for the summer months along with tools to keep 
that student academically engaged over the summer. 

• Donors of $250 provide a student with weekend food throughout the school year. 
• Donors of $425 provide a student with the basic necessi�es needed to be successful for one calendar year. 

We take dona�ons in any amount.  All dona�ons will be put to good use! 

 

THE STUDENT PANTRY 

3206 Gateway Ledge Drive 
Commerce Township, MI 48390 
(248) 205-9459 
communica�ons@studentpantry.org 
htps://thestudentpantry.weebly.com/ 
 
 
 
 
 

1  Walsh, Dus�n. “Michigan's working poor grows to 43 percent of all households.” Crain’s Detroit Business, March 20, 2019 htps://www.crainsdetroit.com/news/michigans-working-poor-
grows-43-percent-all-households.  Accessed March 30, 2019. 
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